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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)




April 24, 2011
A 9 Volt Battery For Easter
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Easter is thought of by many as a very special time to remember the resurrection of Christ.  Many churches will be holding special events and services commemorating this occasion.  Activities will range from Easter egg hunts, special choirs, meals, etc.  One such denomination, quoted above, has mailed out 9 volt batteries:

“Happy Easter from The River Community Church!  At The River we want to be a blessing to you and your family.  So take this smoke detector battery and replace your old one so that those you love will be safe this Easter season.”

In our modern times, very few will even think twice about such things.  Modern religion has traveled so far from the Bible that people will not begin to comprehend why the above actions are incorrect Biblically, and perhaps will not even question whether or not they are right or wrong.
Let us begin with denominationalism.  Do we read of different churches in the New Testament?  I do not mean just churches in different locations, but churches organized in different ways, worshipping different ways, teaching different doctrines, etc.?  Consider 1 Cor. 4:16-17, “I beseech you therefore, be ye imitators of me. For this cause have I sent unto you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, who shall put you in remembrance of my ways which are in Christ, even as I teach everywhere in every church.”

Paul taught the same thing in every church.  Can that be done today?  Will that be tolerated today?  Paul expected Timothy to teach the same thing that he taught.  And Paul expected the Corinthians to know this and be reassured by it.  In fact, any deviation from what Paul taught was considered divisive (1 Cor. 1:10-11), arrogant (4:6), unspiritual, contrary to the command of the Lord (14:37-38), corrupting (15:33), and foolish (15:35-36).  He wrote also that the work of an evangelist was to command men to not teach a different doctrine (1 Tim. 1:3-4), to hold the pattern of sound words (2 Tim. 1:13), to teach others what he (Paul) taught so that they in turn may faithfully teach others (2:2), to shun those who “babble” contrary to God’s revealed word (2:14-18), to beware of those who having itching ears will heap to themselves teachers after their own desires and turn away from the Truth (4:3-4).  More could be referenced, but the point is made.  Deviation from what is revealed in God’s word is not acceptable.  Yet, today that is the very thing men rejoice in and glory in... as with the idols of old, man has his own way in religion today.
Search and find, if you can, approval for diversity in organizations, worship, and doctrines among churches in the N.T.  Find, if you are able, Biblical teaching and authority for once a year “Easter” celebrations and events.  We read of how one becomes a disciple through being buried with Christ in baptism, and raised with Him to walk in newness of life (Matt. 29:19; Rom. 6:3-4).  But how many accept what is revealed here?  We read of Christians meeting every first day of the week to partake of the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7), as a commemoration of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ (Matt. 26:29).  But as “The River” says on their website:  “We are going to begin offering the Lord's Supper once a month...” (FAQs).  As Jesus said, “by what authority” do they do this (Matt. 21:24)?
Again, social events are common among denominations.  “The River” mentions things like a “Pet Sitting” ministry, “Worship teams” and “worship bands” with “nontraditional music”, handing out “goody bags” to the police departments...  Their “singles  ministry” advertises: “Meal starts at 6:00 PM ($4.00, but your 1st time is on us!). Worship and message directly follow the meal.
Childcare is available”.  I wonder, did Paul ever think of charging for meals (2 Cor. 2:17), or having church meals (1 Cor. 11:34), or having singles groups (1 Cor. 12:25) and childcare (Eph. 6:1-4)?  While this can be found at “The River” can we find these practices in The Book?

While some churches are mailing out batteries for your smoke detector; we would do well to focus on the spiritual smoke detector – the Bible.  Read it!  Follow it!  Test everything by it!  This is how it will sound out a warning to you, and prevent you from entering into eternal smoke and fire (Rev. 19:20; 20:10, 14-15).  But if our spiritual batteries are dead, if we are more alarmed at those who rebuke worldly and man made religion than marching merrily toward eternal smoke and fire; then perhaps we do need new batteries.  As Ezekiel 11 says:
 18 And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence.  19 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them a heart of flesh;  20 that they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.

 21 But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will bring their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord Jehovah.
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We must remove our idols (man made ways of worship), for they are abominations in God’s sight.  When we make room for God in our hearts, then God will give us a new heart, a new spirit.  In other words, His word will be able to enter in and take root.  His word will be able to have free course in us (cp. John 8:37, 40, 43-45) when we clear out the things that prevent it.  But if we refuse to remove our idols and prefer to walk in our own ways – then our own ways will lead to condemnation.  Friends, in all seriousness and love for your souls, let us look to the Word of God and be content with doing only what can be found in the once for all revealed faith (Jude 3).
So, do you need a new battery?
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“Let Love Be Without Hypocrisy” (Rom. 12:9)          Allie Cantrell (Mary Stafford’s mother); Barry Gambrell (Jean’s son); Betty England; BJ & Janice Starnes and BJ’s mother; Dorothy Huddleston (cancer); Doug Stafford; Ed Williams; Frank Mahan (recovering); Fred Newman Jr. (tests); Harold Frazier (recovering); Jean Gambrell; Jerry Taylor; Jewel Herring (Joyce Anderson’s mother, recovering); Jonathan Murdock (Joyce Gardner's nephew); Josh Key (Great grandson of Mary Cox); Junior Taylor; Madelyne Bennett (Jean Gambrell’s sister); Mary Cox (esophagus); Michael & Eileen, Elizabeth & Robert Laurence (preacher & his family in Texas); Sandra Harris (cancer, Ellen's daughter); Stephen Vaughn (Christina's brother); Wanda Bumbalough (Joyce Gardner’s sister-in-law, lung cancer); Wess Helton (B.J & Janice Starnes’ son-in-law); William C. Hill (Doug Hill’s father, cancer).









